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To a nation’s
heroes

Swsan Merris & doner recruiliment
direcier for Uniled Blood Services in
Meredion, The slaff there dedicated their
efforis in Febrrary o mililary personne!,
well the theme °F Gove Bloed ... For the
Love af onr Troops,”

Events included a monthdong, patriclic
blood drive, o Folentine's Doy cord Bhof
donors signed for wennded troops af Walter
Reed Army Medicol Center and a
lelteraoriling campaign for thoge still
SEFTINE OUETERIS,

Tere 15 Snsan'’s belated Valemtines lelfer,
wriften oo befhalf of all the felks af Urited
Blood Serrices,

florris

This Valentine message brings to you the love and geatituce
of the people of Merdian, Miss. Theugh we are separated by
fime amd distanee, we want youo o konow we are with vou
every day in our thoughts and in our prayers.

With heawy hearis we've watched as voung soldiers from
here al heme, and across our nation, were deployed (o places
far away from these who love them,

With unwavering courage and the commitment fo serving
our countey, you've shown us what dignity, honore and strength
of character truly mean, You've inspired us to be beller ... 0o
be more and o do more, and to find ways (o serve our com-
munities with honor,

[n this season of love, we at United Blood Services wish Lo
speik with cne wolce to tell vou how prood we are of yon, how
grateful we are for your secvice and saceifice, Yoo give us hope
for a hetter world, Thank youn.

Wherever your Life takes vou, go forwared with confidence,
aned kmow that yon have the love and admiration of every cit-
iZzen in Meridian and across the state of Mississippi ...

Best wizshes fo vou and fo vour family, May God be with you
and puide you each dayv, We hold vou elose to our hearts,

Susan Morris

Navy base adds anti-WMD tralmng

Umted recently, Pelty Officer 3nd Class Brett Cote wos o slaff
wriler for Skyltne, @ blaveekly newspaper prebliched by Noval Arr
Station Meridian, A U5, Novy fomrnalist, Bretl has been
frongferred to the Defense Information Schoel in Marverd fo
fake o vides production conrse, His ullimale assignment, one he
raduniesred for, @il be as a combal photogragher alfeched fo
Formard il overseas,

Breit’s slory is aboul the base’s conlinging commilment o
fraiming low exfercement afficers fo deal will clandesiine
methamphelamine lnbs and a rew health worry that s suddenly
ar all of orr minds — fhe Pthreal of weapons of mass desdruciion,

By Bredl Cote
spcial to The Star

A tenant command onboard Maval Alr Station Meridian is
blazing new paths in anti-terrorism training by teaching police
afficers how to recognize and respond to biclogical weapons
laks.

Established in 1992, the Regienal Counterdrug Training
Academy, or RCTA, trains police officers from five different
states, RCTA teaches everything from basic narcotics investi-
gations to high-risk entry techningues.

[n the spring of 2004, the academy added a Clandestine Lab
and Weapens of Mass Destruction Certification class to its cur-
riculum. The acronyom for the class is *CLAW."

“We're focusing it towards clandestine labs,” said Mick Mal-
lica, CLAW instructor.

“We've always done o methamphetamine labs class, so what
wee did was add a weapons of mass destruction (WY aspect to
that course.”

Recognizing the threat

Orrin Fuelling, RCTA director of training, said the CLAW
class requires a b0-hour commitment from students.

When a lab is uncovered and arresis have been made,
whether the lab was manufacturing drogs or WMD, Fuelling
explained, local police departments have to cordon off the lab
aren and call for specialisis from agencies like the Mississippi
Bureau of Narcotics., The specialists assess and dismantle the
lak.

With trained officers in the departments, Fuelling said, local
authorities will be able to act faster to secure a situation.

“When you've got somebody in that area who is qualified, he
or she can go in there and make those assessments as (o what
exactly is in there, how dangerous it is and how many people are
poing to hawe to come in to clean it up and take it down safely,”
Fuelling said.

“This makes the afficers more valuable because they'll be able
to recognize A WMD lak. They'll ke able to get close enough to
make an assessment, know how to seal it off and know who to
call.”

When children are exposed

The RCTA also added the Drug Endangered Children, or
DEC, training program to the CLAW curriculurm. With the
DEC training, officers learn how to determine whether children
in the area of a clandestine lab have been exposed to harmiul
chemicals.

“It's not unheard of to Gnd 3year-olds testing positive for meth
for being in and around a house that's being used as a meth lab,”
Muollica said.

“This course is the first in the United States to combine the
Drug Endangered Children training with the W and the
clandestine labs.”

Caol. Robert Pierce, RCTA commandant, said he and his staff
are proud to be the first in the nation to offer this training.
RECTA received a grant for just under a million dollars for hae-
ardous material and anti-terrorism training.

Fierce sald since antHerrorism and homeland security grants
are o fairly new thing, there is no real precedent or instructions
on how best to spend the money.

“I don't think that anyvwhere in the nation there's anybody
telling pesple what to do with all these grants that they're getting
for this type of stuff since 97411 happened,” Pierce said.

“Boowe got with our instructors, stepped forward and pro-
duced a couple of courses. We're the first in the nation to offer
this, and this is semething we're very proud of.

“There are a lot of grants out there, and just about every
police department has probably got a grant it can buy equipment
with — but it"s not doing muoch geed if they can't get the training
and certification. And that's what we're trying to do.”

SUBMITTED: PHOTO

HAZARD SUIT
A law enforcemant officer taking the Clandestine Lab and
Weapons of Mass Destruction certification class at Maval Air
Station Meridian halps a classmate sdjust tha airtight s=al on his
face mask.

SUBMITTED PHOTS

METH LAB
During mock meth lab raids at the Regional Counterdiug Training
Academy, siudents learn to make assessments about what iz at
the site, how dangerous it is and how many people are neaded
ta dismantla it

‘“We will pull through this tough time’

Trpede Thormton (5 @ radislegte fechnoloplst at
Riley Hospital i Meridigr, Here'’s bow she
ausered the guestion, T vou could talk Hight wow
o wilitary person serelag eversens, what sould

s Fell kim0 Ber?”

By Tracie Thornton
spescial o The Star

1 am so prowd of my husband, Capt. Dexter
Thornton, and all of the men and wornen serving

OVErSCHs.

Diexter will be in Irag serving with the Missis-
sippl Army Mational Guard’s 150th Combat Engi-
. Every day oy children
and [ pray for their daddy's safe return home to us,

I support our president and pray for all of the
decisions he has to make, We will live in a better
America because of them. Life here is hard without
our loved ones and my heart goes out to all of the

neer Battalion during 2005

soldiers and their families.

It breakis my heart knowing
that the solkliers with children
are missing out on a vear of
thedr livea We will always be
thinking of v on holidavs,
birthiays, first days of school
and the many other Importan
dlays in aur childeen's lves.

Ceol mever gives us more
tham we can handle. With the
support of aur family, friends
amd] commuanity, we will pull
thircagh this tough tioe. Thank
you for protecting us, Get the
jobr done and come home saan.

Remernber that e arve praying for you all: Loed
bl e troaps b pour loving hands Protect them
as they protect us, Bless them and thedr Gamilies for
the selfless acts they perform and the sacrifices
they make. Amen.




